
Open letter to the Presidency of the Council on the issue of EU economic and financial sanctions in order to stop the Iranian regime from developing nuclear weapons
Dear European Leaders,

We, Members of the European Parliament and signatories of this present letter, are particularly concerned about the Iranian military nuclear programme, Iran’s reiterated calls for the destruction of Israel, Iran’s human rights violations and support of terrorism, Iranian President Ahmadinejad’s provocative stance towards the Western democracies, and the fact that in the medium to long term, Israel, the Middle East as well as all Europe could be directly affected by the threat of Iranian nuclear weapons.  
We wish to draw your attention to the following:
· having regard to the fact that the UN and its Members shall act in accordance with the principles of international peace, security and justice as well as to abstain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state;
· having regard to the persistent calls of the Iranian President Ahmadinejad that the ‘regime [Israel] that is occupying Qods [Jerusalem] must be eliminated from the pages of history’ (27 October 2005) and its prediction that Western countries ‘will burn in nations’ fury’ (12 April 2006) and a promise made by the Supreme Leader of the Revolution Ayatollah Sayed Ali Khamenei promising that he will pass on Iran’s nuclear know-how to other Islamist regimes (25 April 2006);
· having regard to the violations of the obligations resulting from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which Iran signed in 1970 : as indicated by the IAEA Director General’s report of 22 February 2007, Iran has persistently failed to comply with resolutions 1696 (2006), 1737 (2006), and the subsequent resolution 1747 (2007) and that Iran has now taken a step forward in its nuclear programme by moving to industrial scale enrichment (9 April 2007);

· having regard to the previous resolutions of the European Parliament of 15 February 2006, 17 November 2005 and 13 October 2005 on Iran as well as the European Parliament resolution of 14 March 2007 on non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament;
· having regard to the conclusions of the EU General Affairs and External Relations Councils of 5 March and 23 April 2007 urging the international community to act with the necessary firmness in support of the UN Security Council process on the Iranian nuclear programme;
· having in mind that 40% of all Iranian imports today come from the European Union (Source : Eurostat 2005), we consider that the EU has at its disposal a powerful weapon that could bring the Iranian nuclear programme to a halt by peaceful means ; 
We, members of the European Parliament:
· Call upon the EU and its member states to fully implement UN Security Council resolution 1747 in order to prevent a destabilizing accumulation of weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East by a totalitarian regime; 
· Encourage all European business to disengage from economic activities in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and especially with persons and entities designated in Annex I of resolution 1747 of the UN Security Council ; 

Within a short time, our governments will need to take effective measures against the aggressive and harmful diplomacy and policies of the Mullah regime. By this open letter, we encourage the Presidency of the Council and all 27 EU members to act with the necessary firmness in support of the UN Security Council process by fully implementing strong and effective sanctions against the Iranian regime. 
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