Intern Profile
Agnieszka Ignaczak

Agnieszka Ignaczak, a Polish student originally from Piaseczno, near Warsaw, did an internship in the EP Brussels Office from October to December 2004.  While she was working with us, she was also pursuing a full-time Masters Degree Program in European Politics and Policies at the Catholic University of Leuven (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven). Prior to her arrival in Belgium in fall 2004, she obtained a double Bachelor of Arts Degree in International Affairs (honors) and International Economics, summa cum laude, at the American University of Paris.

Having left her home country, Agnieszka explored the international arena in all possible aspects: academic, cultural, linguistic, and professional.


Agnieszka's international endeavors include, among others, participation in Harvard World Model United Nations' conference in Sharm-El-Sheikh in March 2004, where she earned Diplomacy Award, International Youth Leadership Conference in Prague in January 2003, International Debating Tournament in Croatia in July 2002, and European Debating Championship in Haifa in March 2002.


She has studied abroad at the University of California at Berkeley during the 2002-2003 academic year and has travelled throughout Australia, the United States of America, and Europe.  Agnieszka speaks Polish, English, French, German, and Dutch.


Her academic interests lie in the area of European Institutions and democratic processes, as well as EU's policy towards Ukraine.  She is currently pursuing research on party discipline in new EU Member states, especially those from Central Europe with the focus on the interactions between European fractions in the European Parliament and national parties in the respective states. 

What I have done during my internship.

(Read how she presents her experience in our office)

During the three-month engagement in the office of MUDr. Zuzana Roithova, I have mainly followed the discussion in the Internal Market and Consumer Rights (IMCO) committee.  I have first worked on a report on Roaming Charges in Europe as barriers in the Internal Market.  Most importantly I have assisted in the development, research, and drafting of shadow report regarding Consumer Protection in the 10 new EU Member states.  It was my responsibility to prepare a study of the situation of Polish consumers, which involved calling, interviewing, web-research and personal contact with Polish Consumer Organizations and government officials.  The project also required coordination with other members of the office, as well as representative of the EPP-ED party.  Within the scope of the preparation of shadow report, I was also given the task of drafting a survey for Members of the European Parliament.

Apart from the IMCO committee, I also attended sessions on Development, Turkey, and Telecommunications.  

In addition to research responsibilities, I have also had a chance to learn the tasks of secretarial assistant in Mrs. Roithova' office.  Issues such as dealing with mail, e-mail and preparation of the agenda, as well as assistance in preparatory committee meetings were also part of the overall work experience in the European Parliament.

My description would miss a lot if it did not include a more personal component.  I have to say that a huge value-added of my internship was the possibility to learn from and interact with Mrs. Roithova and her two assistants, Mrs. Eva Potuznikova, and Mr. Jiri Jirsa, as well as the other interns in the office and many more members of staff in the European Parliament.  After all it is noone else but the MEPs, the assistants, and the interns, who participate in the committee meetings, plenary sessions and seminars - who make the European Parliament happen.
On the final note, I have to say that this internship has been a great learning experience, which allowed me to familiarize myself with the working environment of one of the European Institutions and which also confirmed my capability to both work independently on a challenging topic and coordinate with others to ensure the success of the project.

